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Introduction

The Convenor’s report for 2019-20 to be presented to the AGM in December 2020 is a
continuation of the report presented in February 2020. In future years the reports will again be
presented at the AGM each December.
Since February 2020 the world has seen the greatest global health crisis in most living
memories – the COVID-19 pandemic that has to date numbered over 68m cases and led to the
death of more than 1.5m people worldwide with many countries showing great variation and
inequality in the way that the SARS-CV2 affects individuals and families. This has had an
enormous impact on the nursing workforce with the ICN reporting more deaths amongst
nurses from COVID-19 than during the First World War. Many of those nurses will have been
working tirelessly in their communities and local hospitals. Thousands more have been ill with
the virus and some suffering the longer-term effects. The virus has shed light on huge
inequalities, especially as almost 50% of our nurses and doctors are from BME groups and the
first 10 doctors to die were from BME groups. The greatest mortality amongst nurses is the
Filopino group.
Many nurses world wide will now be contributing to the forthcoming vaccination programme.
ICCHNR pays tribute to all the nurses of the world who have cared for others during the
pandemic, been sick themselves and lost their lives. We thank you, a true moment of what it
means to be a community nurse during the WHO Year of the Nurse and Midwife.
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A number of significant activities have taken place around the bicentenary of Florence
Nightingale, the WHO Year of the Nurse and Midwife.

1. The Mary McClymont Scholarship awards for the Year of the Nurse and Midwife

ICCHNR are delighted to have made three awards of £500 each to nurses from low and middle
income countries to undertake a small piece of research or evaluation. Each award will last until
May 2021 when we expect to receive a short report on each project that will be published on
the ICCHNR website. The community nurses that have been funded are making a real
contribution to the health and well-being of their communities, we are very excited to hear
about their progress and findings. Each scholar has also been allocated an ICCHNR mentor to
work with. The awardees are:

Ellen Nkambule, Malawi
Interventions to Support Self-Management Among Adults Living with
Insulin-Dependent Diabetes in Rural Lilongwe, Malawi: A pilot study.

Nomzamo Angeline Buthelezi, South Africa
Proxy-based medicine collection for elderly populations during the
COVID-19 pandemic in rural KwaZulu Natal, South Africa
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Gillian Akoto Donkor, Ghana
Narratives on Family Dynamics in HIV/AIDS Care: The insider’s
Perspectives

2. The Lisbeth Hockey Memorial Lecture 1st December 2020
ICCHNR were thrilled to partner with the Queens Nursing Institute for Scotland and the
University of Edinburgh to welcome Professor Dame Anne Marie Rafferty, President of
the Royal College of Nursing, to deliver the inaugural Lisbeth Hockey Memorial
Lecture. Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic the lecture was delivered via Zoom and
attracted an international audience of more than 225 nurses and academics including
nurses from Canada, Australia, Korea, Chile and across Europe. The full lecture was
recorded and will be available on the www.icchnr.org website very soon! Many thanks
to Clare Cable, Director of QNIS and Tasha Prigmore from QNIS for their huge support
for the marketing and messaging for this event, to Billy Liu for managing the website
and Twitter, and to Jo Stuttle for supporting us with all the administration of the event.
And finally, our heartfelt thanks to Anne Marie for delivering an inspiring and
informative lecture, we could all feel Lisbeth’s presence.

3. Work with Nursing Now!
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ICCHNR continues to support the Nursing Now! Campaign and to work towards establishing a
partnership with the campaign.
2020 is the World Health organisation year of the Nurse and Midwife and ICCHNR have set out
a plan led by a sub-group of the management group to ensure that ICCHNR members are
recognised through Nursing Now! To this end, the convenors have submitted a blog to
Nursing Now! That will be published soon.
Following the principles of the Florence Nightingale Challenge, on 1st December 2020 ICCHNR
announced and launched its ‘I minute Wash-up Challenge’. The invitation is for community
nurses to present their research on video in 1 minute, selected entries will be posted on the
www.icchnr.org website throughout 2021 (and possibly beyond!). We are really looking forward
to receiving entries.

4. ICCHNR conference in Sweden 2022
Community Nursing Towards Sustainable Health

During 2019 discussions were commenced between ICCHNR and Linaeus University in Sweden
to hold an international conference there in 2021. This will be led by Dr Emina Hadziabdic from
Linaeus with the co-convenors and treasurer of ICCHNR. Another victim of the COVID-19
pandemic, the conference has now been postponed until June 2022. Plans are developing well
with keynote speakers identified and a save the date announcement available on the
www.icchnr.org website.
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5. Welcome
Lee Tomlinson

ICCHNR is delighted to welcome Lee Tomlinson, R and D lead from Kent Community Health
Foundation Trust to the ICCHNR management committee. Lee is a nurse with a strong research
background and also honoured by the National Institute of Health Research (NIHR, England) as
a 70@70 Nurse. These awards were made to 70 nurses for their research work during the 70th
anniversary of the NHS. We are already benefitting from Lee’s experience.
Welcome to Jo Stuttle

We are really pleased to welcome Jo Stuttle to ICCHNR as our part-time secretarial assistant.
Jo is already proving her great value to ICCHNR in the organisation and marketing of the
Lisbeth Hockey lecture. Jo can be contacted for general enquiries on info@icchnr.org
In memorium

Dr Shirley Stinson, Order of Canada and life member of ICCHNR
December 10, 1929 – June 4, 2020
ICCHNR were saddened to hear of the death of Professor Shirley Stinson from Edmonton,
Alberta, Canada. Shirley led the very first ICCHNR conference at the University of Alberta in
Edmonton in 1993. She was a close friend of Lisbeth Hockey and it was in Edmonton that
ICCHNR was founded as a UK charity. Shirley is remembered for her great character and spirit
and her lasting impact on nursing education and research.

https://edmontonjournal.remembering.ca/obituary/dr-shirley-stinson-1079321899
6. Communications and marketing

The website continues to be updated by Billy Liu. www.icchnr.org
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The @ICCHNR twitter account has 404 followers, an increase of 64 since February! We tweet
and re-tweet regularly. The #LisbethHockey shows the tweets from the Lisbeth Hockey
Memorial Lecture.e.g:

“Very inspiring and given me much needed motivation to keep going with my PhD.
Thank you”
Finances

The financial report was delivered to the Executive in December 2019 for ratification at the
AGM in February 2020. The charity continues to receive a donation of £4000 from Grand Duo
which supports the charitable activity, including the Mary McClymont scholars. ICCHNR is
grateful to Grand Duo for their generosity. Funds are also received through membership. We
remain in debt to the University of South Africa for the losses on 2017 conference, these are
being rectified through publications with UNISA colleagues. There were no profits from the
GNPHN conference in Kenya. New members have been joining since the memorial lecture and
the current balance in the bank is £11,748.41.
That will enable future scholarships to be awarded and the continuation of our secretarial
support.

On behalf of ICCHNR
Sally Kendall
Gina Higginbottom
9th December 2020
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